Surgical repair for rupture of a chronic traumatic thoracic aneurysm 14 years after injury: report of a case.
Traumatic thoracic aortic injury is a lethal condition. Because its mortality rate is extremely high in the acute phase, these patients rarely survive long enough for a chronic aneurysm to develop. We herein report a case of surgical repair for a ruptured chronic traumatic thoracic aneurysm. A 32-year-old man, who had been involved in a traffic accident 14 years earlier, was diagnosed with a rupture of a chronic traumatic thoracic aneurysm. Preoperative computed tomography showed that the ruptured aneurysm arose from the aortic isthmus and was accompanied by multiple daughter lesions. He underwent an aorta graft replacement with reconstruction of the left subclavian artery using both a median sternotomy and a left thoracotomy. The surgery was successful and the postoperative course was uneventful. Chronic traumatic thoracic aneurysm is usually a single lesion, and cases with daughter aneurysms have rarely been reported. We include a review of the previous literature and also discuss the etiology of this condition.